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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the state of war between 
the United States and the Imperial German Government which has 
thus been thrust upon the United States is hereby formally declared; 
and that the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
employ the entire naval and military forces of the United States and 
the resources of the Government to carry on war against the Imperial 
German Government; and to bring the conflict to a successful termina- 
tion all of the resources of the country are hereby pledged by the 
Congress of the United States. 

Champ Clark, 
Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
Thos. R. Marshall, 

Vice President of the United 
States and President of the 
Senate. 
Approved, April 6, 1917, 
Woodrow Wilson. 

proclamation by the president of the united states of 

AMERICA 

[Existence of War — German Empire"] 

[No. 1364] 

Whereas the Congress of the United States in the exercise of the 
constitutional authority vested in them have resolved, by joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate and House of Representatives bearing date this 
day "That the state of war between the United States and the Imperial 
German Government which has been thrust upon the United States is 
hereby formally declared"; 

Whereas it is provided by Section four thousand and sixty-seven 
of the Revised Statutes, as follows: 

Whenever there is declared a war between the United States and any foreign 
nation or government, or any invasion or predatory incursion is perpetrated, at- 
tempted, or threatened against the territory of the United States, by any foreign 
nation or government, and the President makes public proclamation of the event, 
all natives, citizens, denizens, or subjects of the hostile nation or government, being 
males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who shall be within the United 
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States, and not actually naturalized, shall be liable to be apprehended, restrained, 
secured, and removed, as alien enemies. The President is authorized, in any such 
event, by his proclamation thereof, or other public act, to direct the conduct to 
be observed, on the part of the United States, toward the aliens who become so 
liable; the manner and degree of the restraint to which they shall be subject, and 
in what cases, and upon what security their residence shall be permitted, and to 
provide for the removal of those who, not being permitted to reside within the 
United States, refuse or neglect to depart therefrom; and to establish any other 
regulations which are found necessary in the premises and for the public safety. 

Whereas, by Sections four thousand and sixty-eight, four thousand 
and sixty-nine, and four thousand and seventy, of the Revised Statutes, 
further provision is made relative to alien enemies; 

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim to all whom it may concern that a 
state of war exists between the United States and the Imperial German 
Government; and I do specially direct all officers, civil or military, of 
the United States that they exercise vigilance and zeal in the discharge 
of the duties incident to such a state of war; and I do, moreover, 
earnestly appeal to all American citizens that they, in loyal devotion 
to their country, dedicated from its foundation to the principles of 
liberty and justice, uphold the laws of the land, and give undivided 
and willing support to those measures which may be adopted by the 
constitutional authorities in prosecuting the war to a successful issue 
and in obtaining a secure and just peace; 

And, acting under and by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution of the United States and the said sections of the 
Revised Statutes, I do hereby further proclaim and direct that the 
conduct to be observed on the part of the United States towards all 
natives, citizens, denizens, or subjects of Germany, being males of the 
age of fourteen years and upwards, who shall be within the United 
States and not actually naturalized, who for the purpose of this proc- 
lamation and under such sections of the Revised Statutes are termed 
alien enemies, shall be as follows: 

All alien enemies are enjoined to preserve the peace towards the 
United States and to refrain from crime against the public safety, and 
from violating the laws of the United States and of the States and 
Territories thereof, and to refrain from actual hostility or giving infor- 
mation, aid or comfort to the enemies of the United States, and to 
comply strictly with the regulations which are hereby or which may be 
from time to time promulgated by the President; and so long as they 
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shall conduct themselves in accordance with law, they shall be undis- 
turbed in the peaceful pursuit of their lives and occupations and be 
accorded the consideration due to all peaceful and law-abiding persons, 
except so far as restrictions may be necessary for their own protection 
and for the safety of the United States; and towards such alien enemies 
as conduct themselves in accordance with law, all citizens of the United 
States are enjoined to preserve the peace and to treat them with all 
such friendliness as may be compatible with loyalty and allegiance to 
the United States; 

And all alien enemies who fail to conduct themselves as so enjoined, 
in addition to all other penalties prescribed by law, shall be liable to 
restraint, or to give security, or to remove and depart from the United 
States in the manner prescribed by Sections four thousand and sixty- 
nine and four thousand and seventy of the Revised Statutes, and as 
prescribed in the regulations duly promulgated by the President; 

And pursuant to the authority vested in me, I hereby declare and 
establish the following regulations, which I find necessary in the prem- 
ises and for the public safety: 

(1) An alien enemy shall not have in his possession, at any time 
or place, any fire-arm, weapon or implement of war, or com- 
ponent part thereof, ammunition, maxim or other silencer, 
bomb or explosive or material used in the manufacture of 
explosives; 

(2) An alien enemy shall not have in his possession at any time or 
place, or use or operate any aircraft or wireless apparatus, or 
any form of signaling device, or any form of cipher code, 
or any paper, document or book written or printed in cipher 
or in which there may be invisible writing; 

(3) All property found in the possession of an alien enemy in vio- 
lation of the foregoing regulations shall be subject to seizure 
by the United States; 

(4) An alien enemy shall not approach or be found within one- 
half of a mile of any Federal or State fort, camp, arsenal, air- 
craft station, Government or naval vessel, navy yard, factory, 
or workshop for the manufacture of munitions of war or of 
any products for the use of the army or navy; 

(5) An alien enemy shall not write, print, or publish any attack 
or threats against the Government or Congress of the United 
States, or either branch thereof, or against the measures or 
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policy of the United States, or against the person or property 
of any person in the military, naval, or civil service of the 
United States, or of the States or Territories, or of the District 
of Columbia, or of the municipal governments therein; 

(6) An alien enemy shall not commit or abet any hostile act against 
the United States, or give information, aid, or comfort to its 
enemies; 

(7) An alien enemy shall not reside in or continue to reside in, to 
remain in, or enter any locality which the President may from 
time to time designate by Executive Order as a prohibited 
area in which residence by an alien enemy shall be found by 
him to constitute a danger to the public peace and safety of 
the United States, except by permit from the President and 
except under such limitations or restrictions as the President 
may prescribe; 

(8) An alien enemy whom the President shall have reasonable 
cause to believe to be aiding or about to aid the enemy, or to 
be at large to the danger of the public peace or safety of the 
United States, or to have violated or to be about to violate 
any of these regulations, shall remove to any location desig- 
nated by the President by Executive Order, and shall not 
remove therefrom without a permit, or shall depart from the 
United States if so required by the President; 

(9) No alien enemy shall depart from the United States until he 
shall have received such permit as the President shall prescribe, 
or except under order of a court, judge, or justice, under Sec- 
tions 4069 and 4070 of the Revised Statutes; 

(10) No alien enemy shall land in or enter the United States, except 
under such restrictions and to such places as the President may 
prescribe; 

(11) If necessary to prevent violations of these regulations, all 
alien enemies will be obliged to register; 

(12) An alien enemy whom there may be reasonable cause to believe 
to be aiding or about to aid the enemy, or who may be at large 
to the danger of the public peace or safety, or who violates or 
attempts to violate, or of whom there is reasonable ground to 
believe that he is about to violate, any regulation duly pro- 
mulgated by the President, or any criminal law of the United 
States, or of the States or Territories thereof, will be subject 
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to summary arrest by the United States Marshal, or his deputy, 

or such other officer as the President shall designate, and to 

confinement in such penitentiary, prison, jail, military camp, 

or other place of detention as may be directed by the President. 

This proclamation and the regulations herein contained shall extend 

and apply to all land and water, continental or insular, in any way 

within the jurisdiction of the United States. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this sixth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
rjsEAL.] and seventeen, and of the independence of the United 

States the one hundred and forty-first. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
By the President : 
Robert Lansing, 
Secretary of State. 

COMMUNICATION PROM THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF RUSSIA * 

In view of the approaching visit of the American delegation to 
Russia to express the deep friendship of the American people for the 
people of Russia and to discuss the best and most practical means of 
cooperation between the two peoples in carrying the present struggle 
for the freedom of all peoples to a successful consummation, it seems 
opportune and appropriate that I should state again, in the light of this 
new partnership, the objects the United States has had in mind in 
entering the war. Those objects have been very much beclouded 
during the past few weeks by mistaken and misleading statements, 
and the issues at stake are too momentous, too tremendous, too sig- 
nificant, for the whole human race to permit any misinterpretations or 
misunderstandings, however slight, to remain uncorrected for a moment. 

The war has begun to go against Germany, and in their desperate 
desire to escape the inevitable ultimate defeat, those who are in au- 
thority in Germany are using every possible instrumentality, are mak- 
ing use even of the influence of groups and parties among their own 
subjects to whom they have never been just or fair, or even tolerant, 

1 Official Bulletin, Washington, June 9, 1917. 



